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e Drought conditions continue to worsen across many parts of Ethiopia. Insufficient March-May rains has significantly affected
many pastoral and agro-pastoral areas in the Oromiya and Ogaden regions, and has resulted in a failed “Belg” production for
many local cropping areas along the Ethiopian Plateau.

e In coastal Gulf of Guinea, below normal rainfall amounts are beginning to affect early season cropping activities for parts of
coastal Ghana, Togo, Benin and southwestern Nigeria.

2 e

EEEEERS
sttt tattetst
]

.?o‘o‘o%‘o‘o%:o‘o‘o‘o‘o‘o‘o‘o‘p

B, 7 5 L R
SR e iase e tettel
b¢¢¢¢¢.¢‘:

LTl lelele ..: :Eg’*”‘":’
5 0::,0’0
Fieiels

1) A break in March-May rainfall over last two weeks has
strengthened the seasonal precipitation deficits for many
local parts in central and western Kenya. Many of these
areas had experienced a significantly below-normal October-
December rains which had led to reduced crop yields, poor
pasture, and insufficient water resources.

L

2) While an increase in.monthly rainfall has helped to
improve livestock conditions and regenerate crops, other
local areas along the Ethiopia/Somalia border remain below-
normal for March-May season. Many of these areas
experienced consecutively failed rains seasons.

25
251
i,

%!
s

ot
oSytatesst
W
S5

by Ov-'v‘ot
:\.0’.0 L
e

N

" e '-
%

L

o,

e
L
!

3) Above-normal rains and isolated flboding early in the
season in southeastern Zimbabwe, southern Mozambique,
eastern South Africa and Swaziland gave way to below
normal rainfall totals in the second half of the October-May
season. Yields from crops planted in December and January
will likely be reduced, resulting in localized below-normal
production.

4) The October-February coastal rains failed along the
Djibouti/Somalia border, degrading pastures and
compounding the impacts of a severe inland dry season
from October-February. This has affected pastures usually

used by migrant herdsman. .
Legend is very general, please see

5) Below-normal rainfall during the current March-May numbered descriptions for details.
season has worsened dryness across parts of the Ogaden, §% - e

Oromiya and northern regions of Ethiopia. This dryness has Cropping Activities

already led to acute crop failure, deteriorated livestock and Short-Term Dryness
decreased water availability. A reduction of long cycle crops

is expected to jeopardize food security over the next several - Crought

months. - Severe Drought

6) Below-normal rainfall totals since April are likely to m Irproving Drought

impede early season cropping activities, as well as B .

negatively impact cereal price and trading for many local - Improving Sewvere Drought

areas from coastal Ghana to southwestern Nigeria.




Ethiopia faces Drought. Food security and ‘Long-
Cycle’ crops severely impacted.

Despite an increase in rainfall across many local parts of
Ethiopia in the last seven days, seasonal February-May rainfall
totals remain well below-normal along the Rift valley and main
“belg” producing regions of central Ethiopia (Figure 1).
Precipitation deficits are becoming stronger (> 75 mm) along
the Ahmar mountain range, as well as the Oromiya lowland
regions and the northern provinces of Welo and Tigray.

This current March-May seasonal dryness has exacerbated
long-term drought conditions that have been mainly seen
throughout the Somali, Oromiya and northern regions of
Ethiopia. Food security is expected to deteriorate primarily
throughout the Oromiya and Somali region, as insufficient
rainfall over that last two months has led to weakening
livestock, decreased water availability and driven food prices in
many local markets. Soil water anomaly values exceeding
75mm (Figure 2) reflects much of the current drought
conditions for many local areas south of DireDawa in the
Oromiya region. Due to severity and longevity of dryness for
many of these areas, the Government of Ethiopia has recently
appealed for food assistance and donation according to recent
reports.

Further north, the extent of the March-May dryness has also
impacted parts of the Welo and Tigray provinces of Ethiopia,
and into parts Eritrea and Djibouti. From Addis-Ababa
northward to Adigrat, many areas have not received any rainfall
accumulation since early March, already resulting in an failed
“Belg” crop production for the season. Even if above-normal
precipitation occurs in May, long cycle crops such as sorghum,
maize and wheat yields are still expected to be significantly
reduced. For many of these areas, poor March-April rains will
also lead to decreased availability of cereals during the June-
September hunger period, as well as implicate lower “Meher”
crop yields by October.

Precipitation forecasts show a more positive distribution of
rainfall ranging from 10-30 mm over the majority of Ethiopia,
and into northern Somalia. For local areas that receive higher
totals, there is a potential for localized flooding along coastal
areas. However, this increased rainfall will help to alleviate soil
water conditions, regenerate pastures and promote “long-cycle”
crops that have not yet failed.

Satellite-Derived Precipitation Anomalies in East Africa
From: February 1% — May 3", 2008
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Figure 1:

Source: NOAA

Soil Water Anomaly
As of 3" Dekad of April, 2008

1

SWddffmm)

=75
560
£ 25
25 6

Gulf of Guinea countries continue to experience
short-term dryness.

In the last several weeks, some areas along coastal Ghana,
Togo, Benin and southwestern Nigeria are beginning to
experience below-normal rainfall totals for the season.
Precipitation deficits >75 mm are becoming more prevalent
from Lake Volta eastward to Lagos in southwestern Nigeria, as
well as areas further north along the Ivory Coast / Burkina Faso
border (Figure 3). Continued dryness in these regions have
the potential to lead to below-normal maize and cereal
production, as well as limit food access for local households in
many Gulf of Guinea countries.

Forecasts show a moderate increase in total rainfall with
precipitation amounts ranging from 20-40 mm in many coastal
areas from Liberia to Cameroon. Isolated areas producing
higher rainfall amounts are expected to significantly offset
seasonal deficits.

Figure 2:

Source: USGS

30-Day Precipitation Anomalies in West Africa
From: April 4" — May 3™, 2008
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Figure 3.

Source: NOAA

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those
of USAID. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA,
NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to

Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566




