The USAID FEWS NET Weather FEWS
Hazards Impacts Assessment for Africa

\JW'/ p¥
USAID May 22 — May 28, 2008 y¥/NET
FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

e The late onset and poor performance of the March-May rains in parts of Ethiopia may lead to localized reductions in areas
planted for long cycle crops.
e May rains have brought improvement to dry regions of the Djibouti/Somalia border, though coastal areas remain dry.
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1) The western half of Kenya has experiencedrainfall deficits since :.:.;.:,“, Tttt
February. This same area and parts of southern Ethiopia, also SRR R0
experienced significantly below-normal October-December rains * %
which led to reduced crop yields, poor pasture, and reduced water
availability. If deficit rainfall persists, similar outcomes may become
evident for the long rains season. Reduced food availability and other
food security issues in Ethiopia have been reported as a result of
these rainfall deficits.

2) Below normal rains persists in the Ethiopia/Somalia border area.

In central Somalia and into the Somali region of Ethiopia, livestock
deaths have been reported due to the lack of water. In Somalia, the
Gu season will be considered a failure if regular rains do not start
within the next week. Crop losses are expected.*

3) In the last month the southern region of Mozambique has seen an
improvement in rains, but overall the below normal rainfall totals
experienced during the second half of the October-May season will
likely lead to a reduction in yields from crops planted in December
and January, resulting in localized production shortfalls.

4) The October-February coastal rains failed along the
Djibouti/Somalia border, degrading key pasture and compounding the
impacts of a severe inland dry season from October-February.

Recent improvement in the late March-May rains has been favorable
for the region, but impacts from the previous season are still being

felt Legend is very general, please see

numbered descriptions for details.

5) Below normal rainfall during the current February to May season %gggg Cropped Areas

has worsened dryness across parts of the Somali, SNNP, Afar, v :

Oromiya, Amhara and Tigray regions of Ethiopia. This dryness has m somewhat Favorable
led to acute crop failure for short cycle crops, deteriorating livestock - Orounht

body conditions and decreased water availability jeopardizing food g

security over the next several months. A reduction in the planting of B s=vc Drought

long cycle crops is also expected.

6) Southern Somalia is experiencing a late start of season. At present
croplands are suffering due to the lack of normal rains. This area has
experienced consecutive failed rains seasons.

7) Abundant and consistent rains characterize western provinces of
Ethiopia.




Ethiopia and Somalia experience food security

concerns Start of Rainy Season Anomalies

As of May 2008 Dekad 1
March-May long-cycle rains have been below b
normal, erratic, and unbeneficial for agriculturalists
and pastoralists in much of the Greater Horn. This
follows a failed October-December rainy season in

S0S Anomaly

2007, the impacts of which are varied, but include (2008-85-1)

. . »=4 dekads |ate
reports of livestock death, crop failure, and low 3 cekads e
water availability. Ethiopia and Somalia appear to 1 dekad late
have borne the brunt of the impact of the below- 1 cokay early

normal 2008 rains.

Ethiopia is in the midst of two important cropping
seasons, the meher season, which is the primary
cropping season for the country and the secondary
belg season. The belg season starts sowing
activities in March and typically completes harvest
in July. At a national level this harvest accounts for
5-10% of total crop yields, although in some areas
of south-central Ethiopia it can represent more than
three-quarters of production., Belg crop losses are
likely if rains are delayed past early March.

The meher crop, which also relies on the March —

May rains for land preparation and planting,
includes both long-cycle crops (maize, sorghum) | Figure 1:In much of central into southern Somalia there are start of season

harvested in November and two short cycle anomalies ranging from 1 dekad late (indicated by pink) to 3 dekads late (in

plantings harvested in August and November, [ 2rande).
Because both cropping seasons depend on the belg LSource: USGS

rains, below-normal rainfall during the belg season

has led to acute crop failure for short-cycle crops GFS 7-Day Forecast

and reducgd the water availability for _Iong-season May 20 — 27, 2008

crop planting. Below-normal belg rains are also

affecting livestockbody conditions. Together these NOAL GFS 37.5 km Week 1 Total Precipitation (mm)
faCtOI’S pose Serlous ”Sks tO food Securlty through Issued at oy 20 2008 D0Z for the period ending ot May 27 2008 002
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at least the end of 2008.
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In Somalia, the Gu season is the main cropping
period for the country, and planting usually begins

at the onset of rains during the first week of April. 2o
While there is some variability in when the rains
begin, delays of two weeks or more usually result in 1o
yield losses. Currently, USGS models indicate that
the start of the Gu season is nearly three dekads EQ
late when compared to the average start date. Field
reports state that if rains do not materialize in the 108
near future, the Gu season will be considered a
failure, translating into significantly below-normal 2ns

food production.
Light to moderate rains are expected in Somalia
during the coming week (Figure 2) s
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Western Ethiopia experiences abundant rains and 75 10 15 20 30 0 50 75 100 150

favorable cropping conditions

Figure 2: Below normal March — May rains in cropping areas of Ethiopia into

Since the start of April, rainfall totals in Western Ethiopia ;entral S'OmglizA
have been at or above normal. This has the potential to =%UrCE:

bring about a favorable meher crop to areas surrounding
Gonder, Nekemte and Gambela, where April rains are
important to long-maturing crops.

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of
USAID. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and
a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-
301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for FEWSNET, 1-202-219-0500 or
geilerts@usaid.gov.



