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= Flooding continues in southwest Kenya as above-average rains are observed.

1) After a delayed onset of seasonal rains, the growing period
has been reduced across north central and southwestefn
Ethiopia negatively impacting crops. Rains have also been
slow to develop across the western Oromiya department of
Ethiopia leading to the development and continuation of
moderate to strong thirty-day rainfall deficits. Average to
above-average rainfall accumulations are expected in western
Ethiopia during the next week which should reduce deficits.
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2) The onset of enhanced seasonal rainfall during April has
mitigated early season moisture deficits in portions of
Uganda and Kenya; however, intense rainfall has triggered
flooding, leading to the displacement of populations,
damages to infrastructure, and fatalities in Rwanda, Tanzania,
and Kenya. Heavy rains are expected to continue during the
next week which is likely to lead to additional flooding.
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3) Since mid-March, well below-average and poorly
distributed rainfall across the pastoral and agro-pastoral
regions of southeastern/coastal Kenya and southern Somalia
has resulted in strengthening moisture deficits. Rains are
expected to be light across this area during the next week,
increasing rainfall deficits.
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4) A second week above-average rains forecast across
coastal Tanzania could cause localized flash flooding which
could damage infrastructure and displace local populations.

5) Heavy rain during the past several weeks over the Bali
Mountains has caused high water levels along the Shabelle Legend is very general, please see
River in the Somali region of Ethiopia and central Somalia. numbered descriptions for details.
Flooding risks for downstream villages will be elevated
during the next week as heavy rains continue.

SREADLRBLB LB LBEBBBIR May Cropped Areas
6) An anomalous cyclonic circulation could cause locally . Favorable
torrential rainfall across usually dry portions of northern ’ ] )
Somalia and southeastern Ethiopia. The rains could trigger HTAA P77 7000007500070 7055 Somewhst Favarable

localized flash flooding, damaging pastoral areas. Fleoding
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Torrential rains caused additional flooding in Kenya.

During the past week, moderate to heavy rains (>25mm) were
focused around the Lake Victoria region in east Africa. The
heaviest rains (>50mm) were observed across already saturated
areas in southwest/west Kenya, northern Uganda, northern
Tanzania and southern Ethiopia. The torrential rains that were
recorded in southwest Kenya caused flooding, damages to
infrastructure and fatalities similar to previous weeks. Torrential
rains (>50mm) were also observed along coastal Tanzania as a
steady stream of moisture impacted the area. Moderate rainfall
(10-20mm) was recorded farther north across southern/central
Somalia and local areas in eastern Ethiopia. In contrast, light
rains (<10mm) fell across western South Sudan, coastal Kenya
and northern Ethiopia (Figure 1) deepening seasonal rainfall
deficits.

Thirty-day rainfall anomalies indicate the spatial extent of the
above-average rains across the Lake Victoria region. With
anomalies greater than 100mm, Kenya has observed floods
which have resulted in 50 fatalities since March. Moderate to
locally strong rainfall surpluses (10-50mm to >50mm) have also
been observed across southern Ethiopia, Somalia, South
Sudan, Uganda, and northern Tanzania. The rains in Ethiopia
have improved Belg cropping and pasture conditions after dry
conditions persisted during March although Belg rains failed
across northern Ethiopia and seasonal deficits remain. Heavy
rains in the Somali region of Ethiopia has led to elevated river
levels and flooding concerns along the Shabelle River. In
contrast, rains have been below-average during May across
eastern Kenya and southern Somalia as rainfall deficits now
exceed 50 mm. Farther north, rains have been slow in migrating
to northwestern Kenya and western South Sudan as moderate
thirty-day deficits (25-50mm) have developed (Figure 2).

For the next seven days, models forecast another week of
heavy rains (>40mm) around Lake Victoria and the northern
Tanzania coastline elevating flash flooding risks. Heavy rains
(>40mm) are also expected across Ethiopia including drier than
average areas in the west. Farther north, locally torrential rains
across northern Somalia could induce flash flooding. In contrast,
light to moderate rain (5-20mm) is forecast over South Sudan
while coastal Kenya is expected to remain dry.

Above-average rains provide favorable cropping conditions in
West Africa.

Rainfall over the past thirty-days across West Africa has been
above-average across inland regions while below-average along
the coast of Gulf of Guinea. Rains during the past week though
were moderate (>15mm) and widespread across much of West
Africa. The early season above-average rains across southern
Burkina Faso, Cote D’lvoire, Ghana, Togo and Benin has
created good early season ground moisture (Figure 3). For the
next week, a continuation of moderate to locally heavy rains
(>25mm) are forecast across much of West Africa aiding in early
season cropping activities.

Satellite Estimated Rainfall (mm)
valid: May 1% — May 7", 2012
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Figure 1: NOAA/CPC

Satellite Estimated Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: April 8" = May 7", 2012
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Figure 2: NOAA/CPC

Normalized Difference Vegetation Index Anomaly
valid: April 26" — May 5", 2012
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Figure 3: USGS/EROS

Note: The hazards outlook map on page 1 is based on current weather/climate information and short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1
week). It assesses their potential impact on crop and pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have
been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range
seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of
USAID or the U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards outlook process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC,
USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be
directed to Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager

for FEWSNET, 1-202-219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.




